
Animals Visiting 
in Healthcare 

Facilities



Why Are Animals Therapeutic

What Animals Offer
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How This Helps 
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Overview of Animal Assisted 
Activity(AAA) and Animal-
Assisted Therapy(AAT)
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Animal Assisted Activities (AAA)
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Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT)
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Pets Vs. Service Animals
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Animal Guidelines
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Infection Prevention and Safety

Potential Risks Guidelines

Zoonosis Good hand-hygiene
Healthy, well-behaved animals
Designate appropriate patient populations
Bathe animal within 24 hours of visit
Animals must have clean ears
Animal up to date on vaccinations
Animal annual physical exam
Handler make sure animal doesn’t lick patient’s wound or devices
Place barrier between animal and patient if lying next to patient
Handler free of communicable disease
Patient wash hands after visit

Allergies Bathe animal with allergen-reducing shampoo
Wipe animal with a pet wipe before visit
Have animal wear protective clothing
Don’t allow animal to visit patient with allergy

Phobias Ask patient if they want an animal visit
Don’t allow animal to visit patient with phobia

Animal-caused Injuries Make sure animal has had temperament eval.
Animals must have short nails
Animal must be trained not to scratch
May use protective animal foot coverings



Patient Suitability Guidelines
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Personal Pets
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Service 
Animals
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Service Animals Cont.
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Question 1:
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Question 4:
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